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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - DS9
There are no ships docked at the station.

KIRA (V. Q)
Personal |og, Stardate XXXXX.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

Kira wanders through the Pronenade which is bustling with
activity.

KIRA (V. Q)
The Festival of the Prophets has
finally arrived. And for the first
time since the Cardassian
Cccupation, ny people are free to
celebrate this nost holy of
hol i days i n public.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK' S ENTRANCE

Kira stops at Quark’s which is nysteriously closed. She raps
on the door.

KI RA
Quark? Quark! 1s anyone hone?

She gives up and as she turns to | eave a Baj oran woman
carrying a package bunps into her

WOVAN
Oh! Sorry!

KI RA
That’s quite all right. No damage
done.

WOVAN
So sorry! Bl essed Festival!

KI RA
Bl essed Festival to you too.

The women continue in opposite directions. Kira passes a
group of children who are singing a Bajoran holiday song. She
smles and drops a coin in their pot. Then she spies Quark
across the Pronenade working at sonme kind of booth. She
crosses the Pronenade to investigate.
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INT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

TEASER 2.

Quark is behind a makeshift booth selling various Festival
t hemed nerchandise. He is in the process of conpleting a

transacti on.

QUARK
Thank you, good sir! And a Bl essed
Festival to you and your famly!

VAN
Bl essed Festival to you too!
KI RA
Quar k?
QUARK
Maj or Kira! Blessed Festival to
youl!
KI RA

I’d wish you a Bl essed Festival too

if I thought you neant that. Wat
is going on here? Since when has
the Festival of the Prophets neant
anything to you?

QUARK

Maj or! The Festival has al ways been

near and dear to ny heart.

Kl RA
Uh- huh.

QUARK
Maj or, you act as though you don’t
bel i eve ne!

KI RA
That’ s probably because |I don’t.

Look, Quark, you d try to steal the

gold off nmy conm badge if you
t hought you could get away with it.

He picks up a trinket and offers it to her.
QUARK

For you. A token of our
reconciliation.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
The only thing you' ve ever
reconciled is your financia
report. VWhich brings nme to the next
guestion -- why are you here? Wy
is the bar cl osed?

QUARK
Do you think Bajorans have cornered
t he market on holidays? It just so
happens that it is also the “Day of
Reconciliation” -- a Ferengi
hol i day.

Kl RA
Then you neant this!

She takes the trinket. He snatches it back.

QUARK
Actual ly, you were right the first
time. The Day of Reconciliation
comes once every Ferengi year, that
is, once every 3.2 Bajoran years.
By custom Ferengis are required to
close their establishnments for
three days and tithe their |ost
profits to the Enpire.

KI RA
But you're out here trying to make
noney.

QUARK

Al so by custom Ferengis are
expected to attenpt to gain profit
in other ways while their
establ i shnments are closed. It makes
for a well rounded busi nessman.
Plus it makes up for the | ost
profit.

Kl RA
| can’t believe you re hawking
festival merchandi se to cheat on
your taxes!

QUARK
Vel l, when you put it like that --

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
This is intolerable Quark! This
booth has got to go -- I’mshutting
you down.

QUARK

You can’t do that!

KI RA
But Commander Sisko can! The
Festival of the Prophets is
supposed to be about the innocence
of children! I won’t have it ruined
wi th your shanel ess profiteering!

She | eaves. He calls after her.

QUARK
You see to your Prophets, 1'll see
to m ne!
FADE QOUT.
END TEASE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT_ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - DS9
Several small craft are docked at the station

SI SKO (V. Q)
Personal log. Wth the Bajorans
Festival of the Prophets upon us I
have decided it is tinme to join in
on the celebration...

INT. DS9 - Sl SKO S QUARTERS

Jake is getting ready for school. He has m splaced sonethi ng
and is frantically searching for it.

JAKE
Dad, have you seen ny PADD?

Si sko enters the living area.

Sl SKO
Isn’t it in your school bag?

JAKE
No.

Si sko | ooks in the bag and pulls out Jake’s m ssing PADD

JAKE ( CONT' D)
Thanks.
(Si ghs)

Sl SKO
You okay? You sure you're ready for
the md-tern?

JAKE
I think so.

Sl SKO
Just take your tinme and renenber
you’ ve got three weeks off as soon
as it’s over.

JAKE
Ri ght .

SI SKO
Jake. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Si sko wal ks over to the replicator

JAKE
Yeah, Dad?

S| SKO
(to the replicator)
Cof f ee. Bl ack.

The cof fee appears.

SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
(to Jake)
About the holiday... Wat would you
say to a big Thanksgi ving feast
i ke we used to have?

JAKE
For just the two of us?
Sl SKO
Actual ly, 1 was thinking about

inviting the senior officers and
their famlies.

Jake is unsure how to answer.

S| SKO ( CONT’ D)
Look, | know it was your nom s
favorite holiday, and we’ve kind of
shied away fromit for the past few
years, but don’'t you think it’s
tine...

Jake is suddenly excited about the prospect. He has m ssed

celebrating the feast and it shows in his eyes.

JAKE
Can | invite Nog?
S| SKO
Sure.
JAKE
Do we have to sit with the
of ficers?
S| SKO
Absol utely not. You'll have a table

all to yourselves.

Jake heads for the door.

( CONTI NUED)
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JAKE

Great! | gotta go. Don't want to
mss the start of the tests.
S| SKO
Jake!
Jake stops.

Sl SKO ( CONT’ D)
Are you sure you' re okay with this?

Jake understands that his dad is really asking for his

per m ssi on.

JAKE
"1l always m ss her, Dad. But
you're right -- we should cel ebrate

the holiday with our new famly.

Sisko smles, full of pride for his son.

Sl SKO
"1l put you down for you and a
guest. Good luck on that test.

Jake | eaves.

KIRA'S COM VA CE
Kira to Sisko.

S| SKO
Si sko here.

KIRA"S COM VA CE
Do you have a m nute, Commander ?

Si sko knows exactly what she wants.

Sl SKO

Gve ne twenty, Major. My office.

He sips his coffee.

S| SKO ( CONT’ D)
(to himnself)
That didn’'t take |ong.

INT. DS9 - SISKO S OFFI CE
Conmander Sisko is at his desk and is speaking with Kai Wnn
via his comm |ink.

( CONTI NUED)
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W NN
It is the first tinme in two
generations that public celebration
of the Festival has been not only
al | oned, but encouraged. It is an

i nportant healing time for ny
people. |I’m sure you can appreciate
how neani ngful it would be for that
a traditional cerenony be held on
the station.

Sl SKO
O course. | conpletely understand -
- and | amlooking forward to
at t endi ng.

W NN
Thank you, Em ssary. | too, |ook
forward to attendi ng. Bl essed
Festi val .

S| SKO

Bl essed Festival to you, Kai Wnn.

The commlink is termnated by Wnn. Major Kira enters.

Kl RA
Commander! | really have to speak
with you --

S| SKO

Bl essed Festival, Mjor.
He has caught her off guard.

Kl RA
VWhat ?

S| SKO
| said “Blessed Festival.”

Kl RA
Oh -- uh -- Blessed Festival!

Sl SKO
You know, Major, | have always said
there’s nothing Ii ke a good old
fashioned holiday to lift the
spirit.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
Wth respect, sir, this is not just
a good ol d fashioned holiday. This
is the Festival of the Prophets.

S| SKO
Yes.

Kl RA
The nost inportant Bajoran holiday
of the year.

Sl SKO
Yes. What is your point?

Kl RA
My point is -- this is a High
Baj oran festival and it seens to ne
that there are an awful |ot of non-
Baj orans cel ebrating it.

Sl SKO
My apol ogi es.

KI RA
No, it’s not you, it’s Quark. He's
set up a cheap little booth in the
Promenade selling tacky little
Festival trinkets.

Sl SKO
And?

Kl RA
And he’s just doing it so he can
cheat the Ferengi Enpirel

Sl SKO
And you want me to stop him

Kl RA
Yes | want you to stop him

Sl SKO
From bei ng a Ferengi ?

Kl RA
It’s not that -- it’s --

Sl SKO
Maj or, there’'s nothing | can do.
Quark’s Festival stand is a
legitimate enterprise.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
Alegitimate enterprise?

Sl SKO
He submtted all the required
paperwor k and even bought a permt.

Kl RA
You knew?

S| SKO
Maj or, the Bajorans aren’'t the only
residents of this station. Quark
has a tradition of his own to

celebrate -- in his own way -- and
as long as it's legal -- and |
assure you it is -- there’s nothing
I can -- or should -- do to
interfere.

Kira is not convinced.

Sl SKO ( CONT’ D)
I know this is a significant tine
for your people. And you should
know that |’ m doing everything I
can to aid in its celebration. In
fact, | have just agreed to allow
Cargo Bay 3 to be converted to a
| arge chapel for a public Vigi
servi ce.

She i s sonmewhat inpressed.

SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
It is also inportant that we show
tol erance for the many cul tures
aboard this station. Mst of them
have holidays that offer their
peopl e a chance to reflect on their
good fortune. W just have to all ow
for different definitions of good
fortune.

She begins to cone around.
Sl SKO ( CONT’ D)
Isn’t the Festival of the Prophets
al | about peace and good wll?

She sees his point and nods.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
I"mglad we agree.

He rises and begins to nake his way around his desk.

Sl SKO ( CONT’ D)
In that spirit of good will, | am
personally hosting a traditiona
Terran Thanksgi ving feast for the
seni or officers tonorrow at 1900
hours. Shall | have Quark set a
pl ace for you?

Kl RA
Quar k?

He begins to escort her to the door.

S| SKO
As part of his permt fee, Quark
will be donating his services for
t he feast.

Kira smles broadly.
Kl RA
Don’t you think you could have
found a better caterer?

Sl SKO
I"ll take that as a “yes”.

They exit to Ops.
INT. DS9 - OPS

O Brien and Dax are at their stations as Kira and Sisko join
t hem

O BRI EN
Conmander! About this Thanksgi ving
feast...
Sl SKO
Yes?
O BRI EN
I was wondering -- is this a pot

| ock sort of neal ? Because Kei ko
makes a wonderful boil ed cabbage. .

Bef ore Si sko can respond, an al arm sounds.

( CONTI NUED)



STAR TREK: DS9 "Child of the Prophets - 1/7/94 - ACT ONE 12.

DAX
There’s an unidentified ship com ng
t hr ough t he wor mhol e.

A small ship energes fromthe wormhol e on the viewscreen

Sl SKO
Hai | i ng frequenci es.

Kl RA
No response.

O BRI EN
The ship’'s adrift, Commander.

Sl SKO
Power systens?

O BRI EN
Level s 1 ook normal. Hull’s intact.
No signs exterior damage.

Sl SKO
Li f esi gns?
DAX
I’mreading one life form
O BRI EN
Shall | tow her in, sir?
Si sko nods.
Sl SKO

Have Dr. Bashir and Odo neet us at

Docking Bay 2. Dax. Kira. Tine to

spread sone of that good wll.
Kira and Dax follow Sisko to the |ift.

O BRI EN
Sir? About the cabbage?

The |ift begins to go down.

Sl SKO
It’s your digestive system Chief.
Not m ne.

O BRI EN

Thank you, sir!
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I NT. DS9 - DOCKI NG BAY CORRI DOR

Kira, Dax and Sisko wal k down the corridor heading to the
Docki ng Bay.

DAX
So, have any big plans for the
Festival ?

Kl RA

Not really -- apart from attendi ng
the Vigil cerenonies. It'Il be ny
first time. I’ve cel ebrated al one
for so many years. It’s been a good
opportunity to do a little soul -
searching. That kind of thing. You
know, it’s kind of hard to have the
traditional famly reuni on when you
don’'t have a traditional famly.

DAX
| guess so.

They arrive at the airlock and wait at the entrance.

DAX ( CONT’ D)
Kirzon al ways | ooked forward to
hol i days like this. He relished
expl oring new cultures to the
full est extent.

Sisko can’t help but chuckle at the nenory.

Sl SKO
I don’t know how nany times | saw
hi mgather a circle of children
around himat holiday tine. He
would tell themtheir own folk
tales in ways that made t hem sound
i ncredi bly new and inspiring.

DAX
Quite the storyteller
Sl SKO
| can picture himnow -- with a

dozen or so Bajoran children, their
eyes wi de open with amazenent as he
tells themthe story of the Child-

King the Prophets have prom sed to

deliver to Bajor.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAX
It is a beautiful story, Benjamn.
You really should read it sonetine.
The poetry of the Scribes is
i nspiring!

KI RA
It’s nmore than a story to a | ot of
peopl e around here. It’s been a
reason not to give up hope for a
very long tine.

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
Ops to Sisko

S| SKO
Si sko here. Go ahead.

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
Docki ng procedures conpl ete. You
may board when ready.

Si sko opens the first door of the airlock and they enter.
I NT. DS9 - Al RLOCK

Kira closes the first door. And as Sisko prepares to open the
second, Dax begins tricorder scans.

S| SKO
How s our |ifesign?

DAX
Hol di ng steady. | nust be getting
sone kind of interference, though
The lifesign’s mass is reading only

ten kil os.

Kl RA
What coul d be keeping Dr. Bashir
and do?

Sl SKO

We can’t wait nuch |onger. Qur
guest may be injured. Let’s go.

He opens the second door. Kira cones forward, finds the
ship’s energency hatch control and opens the ship’s door.
They enter.
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I NT. ALIEN SH P

Kira, Dax and Sisko enter the ship. Dax continues her
tricorder scans.

S| SKO
Dax?

DAX
That way.

Kira pulls her phaser and heads in the direction Dax
i ndi cated. Bashir and Odo enter the ship.

BASHI R
Sorry we're | ate, Commander. The
Pronenade i s packed wi th Bajoran
vi sitors!

0D 0)
It was dammed foolish for the three
of you to board this vessel w thout
t he proper security escort!

Si sko can see Kira com ng back toward the bridge area.

Sl SKO
Real |y, Constable. | don’t think we
needed a security escort to protect
us froma baby.

The others turn to discover Kira carrying an infant. The
child has a Bajoron-like nose. Bashir inmediately begins to
scan the baby.

BASHI R
He | ooks perfectly fit!

Sl SKO
He can’t possibly have been al one
for very | ong.

BASHI R
Let’s get himto the Infirmary.
Maj or ?

Bashir offers Kira the door and she | eads the group back into
t he airl ock.

I NT. DS9 - Al RLOCK
Kira | ead Dax, Bashir, Sisko and Odo through the airlock. Gdo
cl oses the second door.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
“And the Prophets shall bring forth
a child king, full of innocence,
full of wonder!”

Kira and Dax realize the scriptural significance of the
events unfol ding. Dax opens the airlock entrance and Kira
exits to the corridor.

I NT. DS9 - DOCKI NG BAY CORRI DOR

Three Bajoran crew nenbers are passing as Kira enters the
corridor. They stop when they hear Dax’s famliar words.

DAX
“And the matron who delivers himto
this world shall be exalted above
all women. For she brings hope to
t hose who have no reason to hope
and peace to those who have known
no peace.”

The three Bajoran crew nenbers slowy drop to one knee.
Si sko, Odo and Bashir | ook on as Kira slowy realizes the
enormty of the situation

FADE QUT.

END ACT ONE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Dax, Sisko and Kira | ook on as Bashir concludes his
exam nation of the Child.

BASHI R
This child is perfectly healthy. He
definitely has not been on his own
for very | ong.

Sl SKO
Soneone has m spl aced a baby.

BASH R
There’s nmore. The DNA scan found
somet hi ng remar kabl e. Genetically,
this child is al nost Baj oran.

He activates a screen conmparing the Child s DNA with Bajoran
DNA.

BASHI R ( CONT’ D)
Except for two sequences, here and
here, the child s DNA is
i ndi stingui shabl e from Baj oran DNA.

DAX
Benjam n, do you realize what this
nmeans? Either this race or the
Baj orans nust have travel ed through
t he wormhol e centuries ago and
popul ated a new systemn

Kl RA
In the Scribes” story of creation,
the first Bajorans are said to have
enmerged fromthe heavenly abyss.
The Prophets sent them from heaven.

Sl SKO
So this baby is an ancestor to all
of Bajor?

KI RA
Commander, requesting a runabout to
return the child to the Gamma
Quadr ant .

Qdo appears on the comm screen.

( CONTI NUED)
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obo
Conmander, things are getting a
l[ittle out of hand down here. This
station is full of Bajoran
fundamental i sts who are denmandi ng
to see Major Kira and the baby.
Somet hi ng about payi ng homage to
t he Matron.

SI SKO
Thank you, Odo. Try to keep things
calm Increase the nunber of
of ficers on duty, but do it

qui etly.
6D 0)
O course. | would like to assign a
security escort to Major Kira as
wel | .
Kl RA
That’s really not necessary!
Sl SKO
Are you sure? This could be
seri ous.
Kl RA
"1l be fine -- really.
Sl SKO

Hold of f on the escort, Qdo -- for
now. Feel free to assign one at the
first sign of trouble. And assign
two officers to the Infirmary. No
one see this baby w thout ny

per m ssi on. Understood?

(@D 0]
Under st ood.

Odo di sconnects the comm i nk.
S| SKO
It would seem that news of our
bl essed event is traveling fast.

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
Ops to Commander Si sko.

S| SKO
Si sko here.

( CONTI NUED)
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O BRIEN S COM VA CE
A communi cation from Bajor for you
sir. It’s Kai Wnn.

Kl RA
Kai W nn? How -?

Sl SKO
Tell her I"'min an urgent neeting
and I'Il get back to her as soon as

| can.

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
|’ve already tried that, sir. She's
very persistent.

S| SKO
Yes she is. |I'll be there in
fifteen nui nutes.

Si sko | ooks at each of his officers in turn, then takes a
deep breat h.

Sl SKO ( CONT’ D)
Suggesti ons?

DAX
Allowing Kira to | eave the station
with the child at this point would
trigger a great deal of unrest.

Sl SKO
Maj or ?

KI RA
I can’t just hide in ny quarters.

Sl SKO
Can’t you?

She can’t believe what he is suggesting, and they | ock eyes.
She sees that he nmeans it and finally capitul ates, dropping
her head in frustration.

SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
Dax, you and O Brien take a
runabout through the wormhol e.
Contact any ship you find near the
entrance. |If sonmeone’s on the other
side looking for this kid, they
can’t be far fromwhere we found
hi m

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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S| SKO( CONT' D)
Dr. Bashir, take exceptionally good
care of our guest. Absolutely no
visitors all owed!

BASHI R
Yes, sir.

Sl SKO
Meanwhile, 1’1l speak with Kai
W nn.

EXT. DS9 - RUNABOUT PAD
A runabout takes off.
EXT. SPACE - THE WORVHOLE

The wor nhol e appears as the runabout approaches, and
di sappears as the runabout enters.

INT. DS9 - SISKO S OFFI CE
Sisko is at his desk. Kai Wnn appears on his viewscreen.

W NN
Bl essed Festival, Em ssary!

Sl SKO
Bl essed Festival to you, Kai Wnn.

W NN
Wrd has reached Bajor of sone
nonent ous events aboard your space
stati on!

Sl SKO
Wrd travel s quickly.

W NN
You shoul d know t hat tens of
t housands of pilgrins are at this
very mnute flocking to the Capitol
City in hopes of paying honage to
t he Child.

Sl SKO
The ent husi asm shown by the
pilgrims is remarkable.

W NN
I will be arriving shortly to
resolve the true nature of this
child.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sl SKO
I"’msorry. What do you nean?

W NN
If | determne that this child
could indeed be the Child of the
Prophets, it is nmy intention to
bring himback to Bajor with ne.

S| SKO
I"'mafraid | can't allow the child
to be taken fromthis station.

W NN
Can’t allow it? You can't prevent
it! I"'mafraid both the Chanber of
M nistries and the Vedek Assenbly
have al ready spoken.

Sl SKO
It is extrenely likely that this
child as sinply been separated from
his parents. The Federation can’t
allow himto be taken fromthe
station until an exhaustive search
for his parents has been concl uded.
There is also the matter of Dr,
Bashir’s ongoi ng nedi cal
exam nati ons.

W NN
Once again, the mghty Federation
is dabbling in areas better left to
t he Prophets. The true nature of
the Child nmust be determ ned on
Baj or by Baj or ans!

S| SKO
Per haps you coul d nmake your
determ nati ons here on the station.

W NN
It is not wise to stand in the way
of Prophecy, Em ssary. | wll

arrive tonorrow.
She di sconnects the comruni cati on.
I NT. DS9 - CORRI DOR

Kira is wal king down the corridor |eading to her quarters.
She notices a few Bajorans in the corridor.

( CONTI NUED)
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The respectfully bow their heads as she wal ks by. She turns
down anot her corridor

INT. DS9 - CORRI DOR

As Kira continues down the corridor, it gets nore and nore
crowded with Bajorans. They all bow as she passes.

I NT. DS9 - ENTRANCE TO KI RA"”S QUARTERS

A thick crowmd of Bajorans is gathered at the entrance to
Kira's quarters. They silently part and bow their heads as
she comes to the door. She quickly keys in the conbination to
unl ock her door and enters her quarters.

VWOVAN
Bl essed Festival, Mtron

Kl RA
Bl essed Festi val!

The doors cl ose.
I NT. DS9 - KIRA S QUARTERS

The events have shaken Kira. She goes to the lavatory to wash
her face.

INT. DS9 - KIRA'S QUARTERS - LAVATORY

Kira spl ashes sonme water on her face then towels off. It is
now obvi ous to her what she nust do.

Kl RA
Conputer, revise this quarter’s
security code -- authorization Kira
Beta Three.

She keys in a new security code on the conm panel.

COWUTER VO CE
Security code revision confirned.

Kira taps her comm badge as she nobves to the main living
ar ea.

INT. DS9 - KIRA'S QUARTERS

Kl RA
Kira to do.

OobO S COW VA CE
Yes, Major?

( CONTI NUED)
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She is reluctant to bring it up.

KI RA
Does that offer of a security
escort still stand? Things are a
little... close... outside ny
quarters.

ObO S COW VA CE
Understood. Stay put until ny men
arrive.

KI RA
Acknow edged.

She goes to the replicator.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Hot chocol at e.

It appears. She takes the mug with her and curls up in a
chair. Her attention goes to the entrance of her quarters.
Her foll owers are singing the same Bajoran holiday song she
heard earlier on the Pronenade.

FADE QUT.

END ACT TWO

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - DS9

A Bajoran shuttle is in the process of docking. The alien
ship remai ns docked.

SI SKO (V. Q)
Station | og, supplenental. Kai Wnn
has arrived to “inspect” our
cel ebrated guest. Meanwhile, Lt.
Dax and Chief O Brien are sone
twenty-one hours into their search
for the child s parents.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

Kai Wnn and her entourage cross the Pronenade.

SI SKO (V. Q)
| continue to hold hope that they
will succeed in the m ssion..

I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY ENTRANCE

Kai Wnn and her entourage cone down the corridor towards the
Infirmary. Two security officers stand guard at the entrance.

SI SKO (V. Q)
...for the sake of the child and
for the sake of nmy crew s safety.

One of the security guards taps his conm badge.

GUARD
She's here, sir.

The guard stands aside and the door slides open, revealing
Si sko and Bashir.

S| SKO
Kai Wnn! W’ ve been expecting you.
Wl cone! Bl essed Festival!

She enters the Infirmary, a bit surprised by Sisko’'s
presence. The security guards return to their original
position, blocking Wnn’'s entourage. The doors cl ose.
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I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Kai Wnn, Sisko and Bashir are alone in the Infirmary. The
baby is nowhere to be seen. The absence of her entourage and
the tight security have unnerved Kai W nn.

S| SKO
I nmust apol ogi ze for the tight
security. But | hope you
understand, it is very inportant to
the Federation that no harmcone to
our unexpected “guest.”

W NN
Baj or thanks the Em ssary for his
extreme caution. We are honored by
your concern. May | see the Child?

SI SKO
Were are ny manners? May | present
Dr. Julian Bashir, ny Chief Medica
Oficer.

BASH R
Bl essed Festi val.

She is growing nore and nore inpatient with every passing
nonent .

W NN
Bl essed Festival, Doctor. You too
nmust feel privileged to be playing
such an inportant role in the
fulfillnment of the Prophecy of the

Chi | d- Ki ng.

BASHI R
It is indeed an honor.

W NN
May | see the Child?

BASHI R
Certainly. Right this way.

Bashir | eads Kai Wnn and Sisko out of the Infirmary and into
the Nursery.

I NT. DS9 - NURSERY

Bashir, Sisko and Wnn enter. The Child is sleeping in a
crib. Wnn caresses his head.

( CONTI NUED)
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W NN
Such innocence. Such wonder. Sleep
wel |, ny King.

Bashir indicates that they should return to the main
Infirmary and they do so.

I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Si sko, Wnn and Bashir return to the main area of the
Infirmry.

W NN
Enmi sary, | cannot express to you
how inportant it is that the Child
return with ne to Bajor --

i medi ately.

Sl SKO
I"msorry, but I can’'t allow that
to happen. | have a search party in

the Gamma Quadrant right now,

| ooking for this child s parents.
They aren’t due back for another
twenty-five hours. And there's
still the matter of the nedica
exans - -

W NN
You can stop your medi cal exans
right now Doctor, Bajor truly does
t hank you for your role to date,
but the rerai nder of the
fulfillment of the prophecy nust be
in the hands of Bajorans. Should
any further exam nations be needed,
they will be conducted on Bajor. |
will be returning home with the
Child tonorrow at m dday. Bl essed
Festival, Em ssary.

She turns to | eave.

Sl SKO
Kai Wnn, what if this were your
child | ost somewhere in space?

W NN
Em ssary, this is ny child. This
child belongs to all of Bajor. He
is our future. He is no |onger
| ost. And now, neither are we.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | eaves. Sisko and Bashir exchange | ooks of doubt.
I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

The Pronenade is filled with energy. It is nuch nore crowded
than usual. A children’s choir is singing a traditional
Baj oran hol i day song.

INT. DS9 - THE PROMVENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

Quark is conpleting a transaction with a Bajoran man while
several others wait to be served.

QUARK
Bl essed Festival, ny good man!
Renenber to tell a friend about
Quark’s Festival booth! Wo' s next?
Ah, an excel |l ent choi ce!

The hustl e and bustle cones to an abrupt halt. The couple
Quark was serving is suddenly disinterested.

QUARK ( CONT’ D)
Yes, | also have it --

Quark realizes that he is the one on the entire pronenade
speaki ng.

QUARK ( CONT’ D)
in red.

Quark | ooks down the Pronenade to see what has everyone’'s
attention

I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

Kira and her security officers have entered the Pronenade and
are slowy making their way toward Quark’ s booth. The silence
i s overwhel m ng.

INT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

As Kira arrives at Quark’s booth, the attention of hundreds
of people is focused on her every nove.

QUARK
Well don't just stand there, say
sonet hi ng!

Kirais at a loss what to say. She reluctantly holds up a
hand to the crowd.

( CONTI NUED)
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KI RA
Bl essed Festival, everyone!

The crowd erupts with holiday greetings.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Pl ease! Enj oy yoursel f! Enjoy!

The Pronenade slowy returns to its previous state of
activity. Passers-by cut a wide path around the security
guards and Quark’s booth now has no custoners.

QUARK
Major! 1’ve always said you have a
face that makes tinme stand still --
but the entire Pronenade?

I ncredi bl e!

Kl RA
Di spense with the pick up Iines,
Quark. I'mhere at great risk to

life and linb to apol ogi ze.

QUARK
Apol ogi ze? For what ?

Kl RA
For our incident yesterday. If
there’s anything I've learned in
t he past twenty-six hours, it’s
t ol erance and peaceful coexi stence.

QUARK
Maj or, you don’t owe ne an apol ogy.
Wiy, if it weren't for you, half of

this cromd wouldn’t be here. 1I'm
maki ng out |ike a band-- |’ m doing
very well.

Kl RA
Still, I feel I owe you sonething,

and 1'd like to nake it up to you.
I"d like to buy a Festival ornanent
for nmy quarters.

QUARK
Spl endi d!

He directs her attention to one end of the booth.

( CONTI NUED)
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QUARK ( CONT’ D)
How about sone incense? For you,
whol esal e plus five percent. O
maybe sone scented Vigil candl es?

Sonet hing at the other end of the booth catches her eye.

Kl RA
What are those figurines down
t here?

QUARK

Those? Oh, just trinkets for those
with a | ess discrimnating sense of
style. But you, Mijor --

She breaks away and goes to inspect the figurines. What she
sees infuriates her.

Kl RA
Quark! What is the neaning of this?

She brings a figurine to the center of the booth and slans it
down on the counter.

QUARK
Maj or -- let nme explain!

He picks up the figurine and checks it for damage. It is a
replica of Kira holding the Child.

Kl RA
And to think -- | cane here to
apol ogi ze to youl!

QUARK
Honestly, Major -- | didn’t think
you’ d m nd.

Kl RA
Didn’t think I’'d m nd?

QUARK
I was going to cut you in for one
percent of the profits!

KI RA
How dare you

QUARK
Al'l right! Five percent!

( CONTI NUED)
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KI RA
Tol erance only goes so far, Quark --
and you' ve crossed way over the
l'inel

The Pronenade has grown quiet. Once again, Kira is the center
of everyone's attention

QUARK
Keep your voice down, you're
attracting attention.

KI RA
Don't tell me to keep ny voice
down! How could you do this, Quark?
How coul d you?

QUARK
Peacef ul coexi stence, Mjor!
Peacef ul coexi st ence!

Kl RA
Any Baj oran who buys this junk from
you shoul d be ashaned. Anyone who
under stands the true nmeaning of the
Festival would refuse to buy this
gar bage.

She storns off. The security guards follow The onl ookers
rush Quark’s booth demandi ng refunds.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - UPPER DECK

Kira comes up the stairs in a blind rage. She | eans agai nst
the railing to conpose herself, and eventually notices the
conmot i on bel ow her.

INT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

Hundr eds of Bajorans are crowdi ng around Quark’s booth
demandi ng ref unds.

QUARK
I"msorry -- all sales are final!
No refunds! Security! Cdo!
INT. DS9 - THE PROMVENADE - UPPER DECK

Kira is stunned by what she has caused to happen. The power
of the Matron is now clear to her. She seens exhausted as she
t aps her conmm badge.

( CONTI NUED)
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KI RA
Security to the Pronmenade. Ri ot
pr ot ocol .

OobO S COW VA CE
Maj or! Are you injured?

KI RA
No. I'mfine. W ve got a crowd
control problemon the Pronenade!

She indicates to her guards to attenpt to break up the crowd
beneat h t hem

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Don’t worry about ne! Go! Co!

I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

The guards hurry down the stairs and try to work their way
t hrough the nmob towards Quark’s booth, but are unsuccessful.

INT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

Quark’ s booth topples over on himunder the force of the nob.
He screans in terror and in pain. A phaser blast cuts through
the air -- a warning shot fromone of the six security

of fi cers who have now surrounded the nob. A second warni ng
shot quiets the cromd. Odo steps forward.

0D 0)
Leave this area and return to your
gquarters or transport ships
i medi atel y. Anyone who does not
comply will be incarcerated for the
duration of the Festival.

The crowd begins to di sperse.
ODO ( CONT’ D)
Move al ong. There's nothing nore to
see here. Myve al ong.
He sees Kira s guards and goes to them
I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

Kira' s guards are guiding people away fromthe area.

obo
Where is Major Kira?

( CONTI NUED)
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The guards | ook up to the upper deck, then hurry up the
stairway. Odo follows.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - UPPER DECK

Kira is overwhel mned by a dozen devoted followers. Her guards
and Odo fight through the gathering.

0D 0)
Step aside! Step aside! Mjor!
Maj or ?

KI RA

" m okay, Odo. How s Quark?

0D 0)
Quar k?

The crowd around them dw ndl es away. Odo goes to the railing
to | ook down at Quark’s col |l apsed booth. The debris shifts as
somet hing under it stirs. Odo taps his conm badge.

ODO ( CONT’ D)
Qdo to Dr. Bashir. Medica
energency on the Pronenade.

Kira rushes to the railing to see what has happened.
I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE - QUARK' S BOOTH

Quark’s hand energes fromthe pile of debris and nerchandi se.
He manages to clear the rubble fromaround his face and gasps
for air. Security officers begin to help clear the debris.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - UPPER DECK

Kira is shocked by her role in Quark’s injuries. Odo gently
| eads her to her guards.

0D 0)
Take her to her quarters. Keep the
corridors clear. Absolutely no
visitors without Sisko's
perm ssi on. Keep your phasers on
stun and be prepared to use them
Il send the doctor shortly.

Kira and her guards | eave as Odo begins to clear rublle.
EXT. SPACE - DS9

Shi ps are docked at every docking bay. The alien ship renains
as before.
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I NT. DS9 - CORRIDOR - ENTRANCE TO KI RA”S QUARTERS

Si sko and Bashir arrive at Kira's quarters. The guards are at
their posts and the corridor is clear.

I NT. DS9 - KIRA S QUARTERS
A buzzer sounds and Kira sits up in her bed.

Kl RA
Cone in.

The doors open and Sisko and Bashir enter. Kira tries to
smle but her efforts falls a bit short. Bashir opens his
medi cal Kkit.

BASHI R
How are you feeling?

Kl RA
Not too bad. | thought I m ght get
sone sl eep. ..

She knows it's obvious she hasn't been successful. Bashir
begins to scan her.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)

How s Quark?
BASHI R

Bunps and brui ses nostly.
Sl SKO

He’ll be fine. How about you?
Kl RA

Physi cal | y?

She thnks about |ying but changes her m nd.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Nausea. .. headache... exhausti on.

Sl SKO
Mental | y?

Bashir gives her a hypo.

Kl RA
Conmander, | have seen | ots of
horrors in ny tine. | have survived

unspeakabl e atrocities at the hands
of the Cardassians.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA( CONT' D)
| have seen nenbers of ny own
famly ruthlessly tortured. | have
even killed in cold bl ood. But
never have | seen anything |ike
what happened on the Pronenade. |
can make sense of the acts of war,
but this -- this was an act of
religion.

She is becom ng agitated.

BASHI R
Easy, rel ax!
Kl RA
How can | relax? | nean -- Quark

and | are hardly dear friends --
but he could have very easily died
out there!

Sl SKO
You can’t blane yourself for what
happened, Major. You can't carry
t he weight of all of Bajor on your
shoul ders.

Kl RA
These are ny people, Commander. And
t hey’ re behaving |ike mndl ess
sheep!

Sl SKO
They' re just people who need
sonmething to believe in.

KI RA
But of all people -- they’ ve
crowned ne Holy Matron! Just --
just because | carried a baby off a
ship! I"mnot cut out to be a
religious | eader, Commander.

Si sko nmakes the connecti on.

Sl SKO
What did you say?

Kl RA
| said I"mnot prepared to be a
| eader for all of Bajor.

Sl SKO

No -- the part about being crowned
Holy Matron. Just because you --

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
-- carried a baby off a ship.
Sl SKO
No -- because you delivered the

child to Bajor!

She doesn’t see where he’s going.

KI RA
But the baby hasn’t been delivered
to Bajor.

Sl SKO
And if | have anything to do with
it, it never will be.

Bashir al so see the connecti on.

BASHI R
Kai W nn?

Kl RA
W nn?

S| SKO

She insists on taking the child to
Baj or for exam nation.

BASH R
But if she takes the child to
Baj or. ..
Ki ra under st and now
Kl RA

She can claimto be Holy Matron

Sl SKO
And with the title of Holy Matron
cones a very large follow ng.

Kl RA
And power over that follow ng! Mre
power than a Kai could ever dream

of !

S| SKO
It looks like this Kai can dream
pretty big.

35.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
Commander, requesting perm ssion to
return to duty.

S| SKO
Doct or ?

BASHI R
It’s up to her. She’s physically
fit.

Sl SKO
Are you going to be all right?

Kl RA
Definitely. | suddenly feel nuch
nore in control of the situation

Sl SKO
Perm ssion granted on two
conditions. One, you keep the

security guards -- and two, you
fight Kai Wnn for the title of
Hol y Matron.

Kira smles broadly.

Kl RA
Anyti me, anywhere.

FADE QUT.

END ACT THREE

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Quark is in a bed and is grudgingly allow ng Bashir to
exam ne him

BASHI R
You know, if you'd sit still, this
woul dn’t take as | ong.

QUARK
Doctor, I'mtired of being poked

and prodded. Isn't it obvious that
I’min extrenme pain? Leave ne

al one!

BASHI R
Quark, you’ve received a very
serious concussion. | have to keep

you here overni ght for observation

QUARK
Overnight? Onh... all that profit
goi ng down the drain! Doctor, give
nme a hypo.

BASHI R
I can’t give you a hypo for a
concussi on.

QUARK
No -- end it. Put me to sleep. You
know, the never ending sleep. |
can’t go on like this. I’ mruined.

| have no reason to |ive.

BASHI R
Now, that’s the old Quark I know.
Keep maki ng progress |like that and
you' | | be back in business
t onor r ow

Bashir | eaves the room

QUARK
If there’s any business left!

Bashir steps back into the room
BASHI R
Quark, you have a visitor

( CONTI NUED)
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QUARK
I don’t want to see anyone |ike
this.

Kira enters.

QUARK (CONT’ D)
Her !

He screans. It doesn’'t shake her one bit. She has regai ned
her confi dence.

Kl RA
Now, quark, is that any way to
treat a friend? Especially during
t he Festival of Reconciliation!

Bashir smles, then | eaves.
QUARK

You! You w ecked ny establishnment!
Look what they did to nme! I'm

crippl ed!
Kl RA
Quar k.
QUARK
My vision is blurred -- | can
barely see!l | have a good mind to

sue you for lost profitsl!

Kl RA
QUARK!

She has sil enced him

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Quark, | can't tell you how sorry I
amthat you were injured. | had no
i dea you were going to get nobbed.
|"mvery sorry.

QUARK
well. ..

KI RA
To nmake it up to you, | want you to
have this.

She hands hima crudely carved wooden candl e hol der vaguely
shaped li ke a |ighthouse

( CONTI NUED)
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QUARK
VWhat’'s this?

Kl RA

It’s a Vigil Lighthouse -- one of

t he nost inportant synbols of the

Festival of the Prophets. Most

fam |lies use Lighthouses that have

been handed down through the
generations. Heirloons. This one

isn't as pretty or as old as nost

nmy brother made it for ne -- in a
Cardassi an | abor canp -- when | was

fifteen. It got ne through many
har dshi ps.

QUARK
Major -- | can’'t accept this.

He tries to hand the |ighthouse back to her.

Kl RA

It'’s traditional to celebrate the

Vigil with famly and | oved ones.

know we’ ve had out share of

problems in the past, but 1'd |ike

to put all that behind us. 1[1'd

like you to join me in celebrating

t he Festi val.

QUARK
Fam | y?

She presses his hands around the Lighthouse.

Kl RA
Fam |ly. Black sheep and all.

QUARK
Reconcili ati on?

Kl RA
Reconcili ati on

She | eaves. He hol ds the Lighthouse cl ose,
what has just happened.

I NT. DS9 - CORRIDOR - | NFI RVARY ENTRANCE

Kira s guards follow her down the corridor.
good about what she has just done.

somewhat amazed by

She feels really
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INT. DS9 - OPS

Kira and her guards are on the |ift as it rises to Ops. She
joins Sisko and Odo near her station while the guards take a
position near the lift.

S| SKO

Wl cone back, Major.
Kl RA

G ad to be here, sir.
S| SKO

How i s Quark?
Kl RA

We're fine.
S| SKO

The Constable and | were just
review ng security arrangenents for
tonight's Vigil cerenony.

6D @)
I still think we’re taking an
unnecessary risk by allow ng the
cerenmony to take pl ace.

Sl SKO
Al'l owi ng the cerenony to continue
as planned will keep Wnn cl ose by.

I want her in the open when she
makes her nove.

An indicator on Kira's panel goes off.

KI RA
Two shi ps com ng through the
wor mhol e.

The vi ewscreen shows a runabout followed by an alien ship.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Shi ps’ configurati on matches! One
passenger .

Sl SKO
Open a channel .

Paydon appears on the viewscreen. Although his style of

clothing is very different, it is clear fromhis bone
structure that he is genetically Iinked to Bajor.

( CONTI NUED)



STAR TREK: DS9 "Child of the Prophets - 1/7/94 - ACT FOUR 41.

S| SKO ( CONT’ D)
I am Benj am n Si sko, Conmander of
Deep Space 9. Wl cone!

PAYDON
Conmander Sisko, | am Paydon. |
understand | owe you a debt of
gratitude. How is ny son?

Sl SKO
He's just fine. I"msure you're
eager to see him Mjor Kira wll
assi st you with docking procedures.
As soon as you’ ve docked, we’ll
take you directly to your son

PAYDON
Thank you.

The viewscreen switches to an i mage of Paydon’s ship.

Sl SKO
Kira, take care of Paydon first.
Have O Brien and Dax escort himto
the Infirmary. Once they're on
their way, contact Wnn. Tell her
woul d |i ke to neet her regarding
tonight’s Vigil cerenonies -- her
quarters -- in one hour. Casually
mention that you will be attending
the neeting as well. That should
keep her and her entourage busy
while we reunite Paydon and his
son.

Kl RA
Yes, sir.

Sl SKO
Constable, join ne in the
Infirmry?

0D 0)
My pl easure.

I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Quark is in one of the beds, still npaning in what he wants
sonmeone to believe is pain. Bashir enters with the child.

QUARK
What is the neaning of this?

( CONTI NUED)
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BASHI R
The neani ng of what ?

QUARK
What is that wetched child doing
in here? Dont | merit a private
roonf

BASHI R
Dax and O Brien think they’ ve found
this little fellows father. He's
about to get quite a few visitors.
The nursery will be a bit close
with all those people, so I'm
noving himin here -- tenporarily.

Bashir places the baby in a crib.

QUARK
Al'l those people? | can't have
visitors in here! I’"ma very sick
man! | demand sone privacy!
BASHI R

Quark, you cry nore than the baby!
If you really want to be al one, |
can nove you to the overfl ow room

QUARK
Vel l, | suppose that woul d be
acceptable. If that’s the best you
can do.

BASHI R

Al right, then. Hop up.

QUARK
Hop up? | could be crippled for
life and you' re asking nme to wal k
all the way over there?

BASHI R
Quark, it’s up to you. Either walk,
or suffer the indignity of crying
like a baby in the presence of both
Maj or Kira and Qdo.

QUARK
Qdo? Doctor, you have a lot to
| earn about bedsi de manners!
Quark noans loudly as he rolls out of bed. He continues to
conpl ai n and whi ne as Bashir | eads himout.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bashir returns to tend to the baby. Sisko, O Brien, Dax and
Paydon enter fromthe main corridor.

Sl SKO
Dr. Bashir, may | introduce you to
Paydon. Paydon, this is our Chief
Medi cal Officer, Dr. Julian Bashir.

Bashir hands the child to Paydon.

BASHI R

W' ve taken good care of him
PAYDON

Etrick! I thought i had | ost you

f orever!

Paydon is overwhel med with enotion as he hol ds the baby
cl ose.

PAYDON ( CONT’ D)
He is the only famly | have.

S| SKO
Howis it that he cane to be on the
ship al one?

Paydon continues to hug and caress the baby as he pulls
hi nsel f toget her.

PAYDON
My people are mners, Commuander. W
are accustoned to traveling in a
| arge convoy delivering ore to the
Consortium It is not unusual to
transport fromone ship to the next
for various supplies.
Unfortunately, while Etrick’s
caret aker was away, the ship’s
pilot had to disenbark to aid
anot her vessel that was
experiencing a dangerous i nbal ance
inits fuel mxture.

Kira enters.

Sl SKO
Paydon, you know Maj or Kira.

PAYDON

Maj or, may | again express ny
eternal gratitude.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
You're wel cone. Pl ease, continue.

PAYDON
It was only after the energency
repairs were conpleted that anyone
noticed the ship carrying ny son
was no | onger in the convoy.

O BRI EN
They nmust have been right at the
nout h of the wormhol e when the ship
br oke away.

PAYDON
News of the wornhol e had not
reached us. My people aren't
interested in such things.

DAX
But the wormhol e can bring you new
buyers for your ore.

PAYDON
My people are not interested in
such things. The fewer changes, the
better.

Kl RA
Your people and ny peopl e have nuch
in comon, Paydon. You don’t sound
i ke you share those beliefs.

PAYDON
| grow weary of the mning trade.
It has clainmed each of ny three
brothers, and recently, ny wife. |
t hought it had taken Etrick fromme

as well. | can’t thank each of you
enough.

S| SKO
Dr. Bashir will need to run a few

tests to confirmthat you are
genetically linked to the child.

PAYDON
O course. Your caution is
appreci ated. The inportant thing is
that we are back together. Qur
return to the convoy can wait.
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INT. DS9 - KAI WNN S QUARTERS

Sisko, Kira, Kai Wnn and several of her associates are
present. Wnn is |ivid.

W NN
I will not wait any |onger! Custody
of the Child nust be turned over to
me i medi atel y!

S| SKO
Medi cal tests are being conducted
at this very mnute to determ ne
the authenticity of the claim--

W NN
Tests that should be conducted by
Baj orans. The Federation has no
role in this any | onger, Em ssary.

Sl SKO
VWhich is why Dr. Bashir is
reporting directly to Major Kira.

Kai Wnn could not be nore shocked if Sisko had sl apped her.
She stares at himin silence.

S| SKO ( CONT’ D)
I’ m sure you have every confidence
in the Major, given her potentia
standi ng as Matron.

Kai Wnn conposes herself.

W NN

| see..

(to Kira)
Child, do you understand what it
nmeans to dedicate your life to the
servi ce of the people? Do you have
the fortitude to heed the call of
t he Prophets?

Kl RA
VWhat choice do | have? | have been
chosen.

W NN

Surely you realize that the Matron
nmust be sonmeone who is prepared for
alife of religious servitude and
noral |eadership. It is a way of
life few can | ead.

( CONTI NUED)
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KI RA
The responsibility and power that
come with the title of Matron have
beconme very clear to ne, Kai Wnn.
Crystal clear.

S| SKO
Maj or, | believe you have sone
medi cal tests to oversee.
Kl RA
Yes. Excuse us. Bl essed Festival.
W NN
Bl essed festival, my child.

Em ssary.

ACT FOUR 46.

As Kira and Sisko exit, her security escort is revealed in

the corri dor.

corridor.

Kai W nn steans.

END ACT FOUR

The guards follow Kira and Sisko down the

FADE QUT.

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - DS9

Several ships remain docked, including a Bajoran shuttle and
two simlar alien ships.

SI SKO (V. Q)
Station |og, supplenental. CQur
situation seens to be on the verge
of being resol ved.

I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY
Paydon is feeding Etrick.

SI SKO (V. Q)
Qur tiny guest has been reunited
with his father, and it is only a
matter of tine before we will be
able to grant custody to Paydon.

INT. DS9 - SISKO S COFFI CE

Sisko is relaxed in his chair, gently tossing his baseball.
There is a buzz at the door.

S| SKO
Cone in.

He returns the baseball to its stand as Bashir enters.

BASHI R
Good news, Commander. | have
concluded ny tests and can assure
you that Paydon is Etrick’ s father.

S| SKO

Excel |l ent! Does he know yet?
BASHI R

No, sir.
S| SKO

Good. It will be nore convincing to

certain elenents if Major Kira
delivers the news.

Si sko activates his conm screen.
SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
Si sko to Cdo.

( CONTI NUED)
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Qdo appears on the screen.

(@D 0]
Odo here.

Sl SKO
The test results are in, Constable.
Fat her and son will be departing
shortly.

oDO
Under st ood.

Sl SKO
Unfortunately, | get the inpression
that these test results won't be
recogni zed by everyone on the
station. Let’s keep a close eye on
t he novenents of Kai Wnn and her
ent our age.

0D.0)
Acknow edged. Cdo out.

The screen goes bl ank.

Sl SKO
Let’s get the Major, shall we?

Sisko rises. He and Bashir | eave the office.
INT. DS9 - OPS

Kira, OBrien and Dax are at their stations as Sisko and
Bashir come down the steps to Ops.

Sl SKO
Maj or, we have a farewel| cerenony
to attend.

Kira joins Sisko and Bashir.

S| SKO ( CONT’ D)
Chi ef, Dax. Ready Paydon’s ship for
departure. W'll be tow ng the
ot her ship under potentially
hostile circunstances. Be sure his
tractor bean and shield generators
are fully charged. Upgrade whatever
you think is necessary.

( CONTI NUED)
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Si sko, Bashir and Kira turn to | eave. Suddenly, an alarm
sounds. Kira rushes to her post as Quark appears on her comm
screen.

QUARK
Intruder alert! Security to the
Infirmary! Phaser firel Oficers
down! They're taking the baby --

A phaser bl ast snmashes into a control panel behind Quark. The
screen goes bl ank.

Sl SKO
Ops to Odo. Did you get that?

6D 0)
Request energency transport to the
Infirmry.

S| SKO
O Brien?

O BRI EN
Transporting Odo now, sir.

Si sko, Kira and Bashir rush to the transporter pads.
Sl SKO
Dax, scan for that baby. Shut down

any system necessary to keep himon
this station! Energize!

Si sko, Kira and Bashir beam out.
I NT. DS9 - | NFI RVARY

Si sko, Kira and Bashir beamin. Two security guards lie
unconscious in the doorway. Odo is in the process of reviving
Paydon.

S| SKO
Doct or !

Si sko waves Bashir over to Paydon. Sisko checks one of the
guards. Kira checks the other.

SI SKO ( CONT’ D)
He's alive.

KI RA
H mtoo. Wiere' s Quark?

( CONTI NUED)
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BASH R
In the back.

Kira exits to the overfl ow room

S| SKO
Odo, check the corridor.

Qdo goes out and comes back in.

oDO
Two npre stunned out there.

Kira escorts a drowsy Quark into the room

S| SKO
Quark! Who did this?

Quark sits on the edge of one of the beds.

QUARK
Baj orans. Heard on nention the
Matron. Thought they were tal king
about Kira. Thought she was next.

Kira is surprised at Quark’s notive. Odo comm badge beeps.
SECURI TY OFFI CER S COM VA CE

Security to Odo. W' ve |l ocated Wnn
on the Pronenade. She has the baby.

6D 0)
Take no action that m ght harmthe
child. Seal all lifts and airl ocks.

W're on our way.
Paydon pulls hinself upright.
PAYDON
Conmander, what kind of people
woul d do this? They’ ve taken ny
son!
He tries to make his way to the doorway, but is too groggy.
BASHI R
You’ ve been stunned by a phaser.
You need to rest.

Bashir adm nisters a hypo.

( CONTI NUED)
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PAYDON
I will not rest until | amreunited
with nmy son.

Sl SKO
Paydon, I'’mafraid there’s only on
person who can get your son back
Now.

They all | ook at Kira.
I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE

One of Wnn's guards is carrying the child. The entourage has
cone face to face with an angry nob.

MAN
Hereti c!

W NN
St and asi de!

VWOVAN
Rel ease the chil d!

Several security guards force their way through the crowd to
surround Kai Wnn and her entourage.

W NN
Stand aside! You nust allow the
Matron to fulfill the Prophecy! It
is witten!

As Kai Wnn continues, the nob gradually grows silent.

W NN ( CONT’ D)
The Child of the Prophets nust be
delivered to Bajor! He is our hope
for the future! He is Bajor reborn!

MAN
You are not the chosen one. She is.

Kai Wnn turns to find Kira standing behind her. It was
Kira’ s presence that silenced the nob.

WOVAN
She brought us the Child. The
Scri bes say she is the chosen one.

Kira steps forward with confidence.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl RA
G ve ne the child.

W NN
No. No. You are not prepared for
t hi s!

Kl RA

G ve nme the child.
Wnn is hesitant, yet she knows she i s outnunbered.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
G ve nme the child.

Si sko, Odo and Paydon step though the nob. Kai Wnn | ocks
eyes with Kira, takes the child fromher guard and hands the
baby to Kira. The nob erupts with cheers.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Stop! Stop it! Be quiet!

Paydon cones forward. Kira hands him his son. The crowd
becones silent.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Listen to ne! | understand your
need to believe that this beautiful
baby is the Child of the Prophets.
But it’s just not so.

The crowd boos.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Li sten! Hear ne out! This baby is
not the Child-King of Bajor. He is
just a baby. He does not belong to
us. He belongs with his father.

MAN
How can it be?

KI RA
It’s just a sinple
m sunder st andi ng. You all want to
believe so badly. You -- and | --
have so nuch hope for Bajor after
so many years of hardship. Don’'t
| ose that hope. Turn it into hope

for the future -- the future of
Baj or and the future of your
chi |l dr en.

( CONTI NUED)
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Paydon stands next to Kira. She | ooks lovingly into the
baby’ s eyes.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
For it's the children who are the
future of Bajor. They are the
source of innocence and wonder.
They are all the Child. And the
Child is always with us.

EXT. SPACE - DS9
The docking ring is enpty.

SI SKO (V. Q)
Station | og, supplenmental. Paydon
has returned to the Gamma Quadr ant
with his son.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROVENADE
The Pronenade is enpty. The doors to Quark’s are cl osed.

SI SKO (V. Q)
Kai Wnn has returned to Bajor
where she has rules on the true
nature of the child, Etrick. She
has found the entire incident quote
“a sacrilegious plot to underm ne
the festival celebration.” The
hol i day hustl e and bustle has given
way to peaceful observance of the
Festi val .

INT. DS9 - QUARK S

The bar is closed. Sisko is seated at the end of a long table
set with a traditional Thanksgiving dinner -- accentuated
with various alien delicacies. To Sisko’s right sit Bashir
and OBrien. To his left are Kira, Odo and Quark. They are
all in civilian clothes. The table decorations include Vigi

Li ght houses in front of Kira and Quark. Nearby, Jake shares a
smal |l er table with Nog.

BASHI R
Has anyone seen Jadzia? It’s not
like her to be late.

O BRI EN
She and Kei ko said they had some
i mportant business to tend to
first. It’s some big surprise.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sl SKO
They' Il be here. Dax never m sses a
feast like this.

BASHI R
Maj or, |’ ve been thinking.

She doesn't like the sound of this.

Kl RA
Yes?

BASHI R
Could it be possible that the
entities within the wormol e showed
the events of the past few days to
a Scribe hundreds of years ago?

S| SKO
Interesting idea. The entities have
no concept of linear tine. To them
t he events woul d have al ready
occurred.

BASHI R
Over the course of tine, the story
coul d have been enbel |lished, until
t he Prophecy of a Child-King becane
self-fulfilling.

KI RA
That woul d nmake the past few days
this the ultimate fulfillnment of
t he Prophecy.

Kira sighs and cl ears her head.

KI RA ( CONT’ D)
Wiy do we have such a hard tine
bal ancing religion and sci ence?

Sl SKO
Si npl e. Because we don’t fully
under stand ei ther one?

6D 0)
What | fail to understand is why --
in all the diversity of the
uni verse -- so many of you
humanoi ds share such sim |l ar
hol i days. So many different races
trying to earn salvation from so
many hi gher bei ngs!

( CONTI NUED)
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QUARK
W Ferengi believe in relying on
one’s self. W don't look to a
hi gher being for sal vation.

obo
You wi sely gave up all hope of
redenption | ong ago.

QUARK
Wiy are you even here? You don’t
drink. You don’t eat. You don’t
i ke holidays.

oDO
I was invited.

QUARK
I” mgonna go get the bird.

Quark exits. Odo hands Kira a snmall gift box.

oDo
Kira, although I really don't
understand this tradition of gift-
giving, | have made an attenpt to
partici pate.

Kl RA
For me? Odo! Thank you!

She opens the box. It holds one of Quark’s figurines
depicting her as the matron with the Child. It now has a
great deal of sentinmental value to her. Quark returns with a
roasted turkey. Wien he realizes what Kira has in her hands,
he pani cs.

QUARK
Now -- now, Major -- don't get
upset! | told himl’'d give hima
full refund! | offered to take it
back! | destroyed all the others --
at great loss of profit, I mght
add.

KI RA
It’s okay, Quark. Its okay. You
know, Gdo. | think you understand

this holiday nore than you realize.
QUARK

Enough about this blasted Festival
Coul d we eat now?

( CONTI NUED)
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Kira lights two long thin candl es. She hands one to Quark and
notions to the Vigil Lighthouse near him

KI RA
Bl essed Festival, Quark.

Kira lights her new Li ght house near her while Quark lights
t he Li ghthouse Kira gave himearlier.

QUARK
Bl essed festival, Kira.

Everyone basks in the beauty of the nonent, then it is over.

QUARK ( CONT’ D)
Who wants dark neat?

Quark begins to carve the turkey as the feast begins.
I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - QUARK S ENTRANCE

The crew is |aughing and enjoying their feast. The faint
sound of children’s |aughter can be heard echoi ng through the
ot herwi se silent Pronenade. A long, slow pan down to the

ot her end of the Pronenade reveals a gathering of children on
t he upper deck.

I NT. DS9 - THE PROMENADE - UPPER DECK

Dax is at the center of a circle of a dozen children -- sone
human, some Bajoran, and Molly O Brien. They are appl audi ng

Kei ko | ooks on with the other parents froma short distance

awnay.

DAX
That’ s one of ny favorites, too!
Wul d you like to hear another one?

CHI LDREN
Yes!

DAX
Good we have tinme for just one
nore! Ready? Now | shall tell you
the story of the Mracle of the
Seas on Rayda I11...

Dax spins to Molly behind her.
DAX ( CONT' D)
The heroine of this story is a

beautiful little girl nanmed Ivy,
who | ooked a lot like... youl

( CONTI NUED)
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A gigantic smle covers Mdlly' s face. Keiko |ooks on with
pride as Dax continues her story. The other children beam
wi th innocence and rapture as they hang on Dax’s every word.

DAX ( CONT’ D)

Ivy lived on an island in the
m ddl e of a giant sea...

We pan up to a | arge wi ndow on the Pronenade. Stars fill the
screen as a nusic box version of the nmain thene is heard. One
star flares a bit nore brightly than the rest for a nonent...

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FI VE

THE END



